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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
Here We Go … The “Chase for Water” becomes the “Chase for Organics”
A research group this week published findings that we may have found organic material on Mars and never knew it. Rafael Navarro-Gonzalez of the National Autonomous University of Mexico reported that the presence of perchlorate (which seems to be prevalent in Northern Mars soils) when mixed with organic compounds at high temperatures breaks the organic compounds down. Thus we could have had organic material in the samples tested by the Viking Lander 34 years ago and never knew it. Further, the analysis of the results of those samples does show one of the compounds organic molecules would have broken down into in combination with perchlorate and high heat. 

Does this all mean that they have found life on Mars and given more verification to evolutionary hypothesis? The answer is an emphatic no! In the first place even if Mars is completely sterile, we expect that we will find organic chemicals since they arise out of normal chemical reactions and are widespread in some types of meteorites which hit both Earth and Mars. Indeed, something would be amiss if organic molecules were not found on Mars since far more of these organic laden meteorites make it through her thin atmosphere than ours (and we have verified the existence of organic material in meteorites which have struck Earth).
The bigger misconception in this whole discussion is what the presence of organic material on Mars really means. The answer is absolutely nothing! As we have already stated, these compounds do not have to be results of life on Mars, but are probably the result of meteor bombardment (the organics are imported). Further however is the fact of what organic material really is. They are complex compounds of carbon and oxygen which are the building blocks of life on Earth.  And that is exactly why they mean nothing at all. They are bricks, blocks or just rocks which houses (organisms) are built with. There is no ability of these chemicals to organize themselves into life forms.

The analogy is as follows. If these are only rocks with which we could make a fine house, we would still need the mortar, the frame, the wiring, the duct work the flooring, the roofing material, the cement covered foundation, the light fixtures, the constructed stairs , the plumbing, the sewer hook ups, the electrical and gas connections, and, and, and I could go on for a page of items which would have to be designed and constructed with the organic bricks only being one ingredient in what WE DESIGN and BUILD!
I have always been a fanatic on the mission of NASA. In my childhood, I knew all the astronauts names on all the flights and could relate to adults an understanding of “trans-lunar injection” and other nomenclature which was alien to the general public. That’s why when our good friend Frank Mayo of the Greater Houston Creation Association in Houston suggested in a meal we shared before we presented in Houston that he would just as soon see NASA’s mission canceled since it had been morphed into one big search for extraterrestrial life and the verification of the evolutionary theory I was disheartened. While I had seen this trend, I had overlooked it because of my love for exploration and the dream of exploring space and God’s creation. But, I now see the wisdom in Frank’s comment. Their mantra to date has been to “follow the water” to prove life on Mars (and there was once water). Now their new mantra may become “follow the organics.”
But, both clichés assume that these building blocks of life somehow assure that life will form in spite of all the evidence that it is designed and could never form on its own. The physics and the chemistry of this universe simply precludes that possibility (a fact that I believe God designed into this universe so that we would know that we were “without excuse” if we chose not to believe in Him).
The bottom line of this whole discussion is this. You will undoubtedly hear a lot in the future about finds of organic chemicals and other assumed indications of life outside of our planet. But, until they find life itself, those assumed indications mean absolutely nothing!

The “X-Factor”
The whole question of creation or evolution for the last 200 years has been one of perception over reality. In the early 19th century the western world acted as if Six day creation was the only option. This in spite of a growing unrest in the intelligencia that some type of development and long ages was a workable theory. Still the masses believed that there was only one option. That was perception, not truth.
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By 1859 Darwin had published “Origin of Species” not because he suddenly became assured of evolution’s truth, but because two other perceptions pushed him in that direction. First, his young daughter died at age seven leading him to the conclusion that the benevolent God of the bible did not exist. Second, he perceived that Alfred Russell Wallace was about ready to publish a very similar theory and he would lose his right to the credit for his discovery.

Starting with the defeat of Bishop Wilberforce by Thomas Henry Huxley (pictured at right)at the famous Oxford debate, the clergy would operate under the mistaken impression that all science was on the side of extreme long ages for the Earth and the development of all life in stages, and that their theology must reflect the possibility of such development. Indeed this condition still exists in a large amount of our clergy even today and was the stated theology of the Catholic Church under the previous pope.
Today, we have more scientific information to back the Creation theory than at any time in history. Why are Christians not rushing to it? The reasons are many. As stated, many clergy still wrongly perceive that the scientific evidence still points to evolution since that is what the government, scientists and media proclaim.  Satan has talked others into believing in theistic evolution for political reasons or due to vanity in the human spirit to believe that we have a more mature understanding. Whatever the reasons, the evidence shows that our varied allowances for the theory of evolution are not based in scientific facts, but in a wrong perception of those facts.

So, what are our chances like in the future to effect the next generation with the truth of God’s creation?  To be sure, it’s going to be an uphill battle.  Even though we are today armed with the truth of scientific facts which support creation and show evolution to be absolutely impossible, people’s minds and perceptions are hard things to change. Our whole culture for more than three generations has been inculcated and brainwashed by our institutions that evolution is the only truthful approach to origins. The media, government and our institutions of learning are all in the hands of people dedicated to perpetuating this myth.  Surprisingly, one of the greatest misperceptions to overcome may be in the minds of our youngest generation. For they have had planted in their heads a misconception that is very real to most of our culture. That misconception has taken the form of the comic book characters called the “X-men.”
For those who do not know, the X-Men stories paint a picture of a near future when we will see “large leap’ mutations in a small minority of humans as the human race reaches a next great leap in evolution. While this violates the normal principle of evolution occurring only in small, incremental leaps, it is perfectly in line with Gould’s theory of punctuated equilibrium. The result of the giant leap mutation so the cartoons go is that mutants are formed with superhuman powers. Some use these powers for good and some for bad. Much of humanity is afraid of these “super humans” and plot against them. The underlying premise that is all important is that this whole generation is reading, seeing pictures, viewing movies and Saturday morning cartoons with one central misconception. It is that mutation can positively change any creature into another and that this has been going on forever. So not only are the aforementioned institutions of education establishments and media working against us, but the inculcation of our youngest children is being driven in this direction from the earliest of ages. These visions of an easy acceptance of mutation as the means for biological change in one way is just one more way that our culture is being inculcated into the evolutionary mindset, but it also may turn out to be the most difficult one to overcome with our upcoming generation. 
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Why will this be so difficult to overcome? It will be difficult to overcome, because this misconception will have been forged in their minds at an early age when they are most impressionable, and when they are forming the mental constructs of how they will perceive the world. Further, most everything they interact with in their world will reinforce this belief system (the educational system, government papers, textbooks, media content, movies, etc.). The fact that evolution is untrue is not in this case as important as the perception (the lie) that it is a proven fact.  That truth has been in operation with this whole debate for 200 years and it is even more in operation today. Pray to God to show us how to handle such great challenges as this. If you are a parent, and you do not wish to have your children so inculcated in this mindset, you have two choices: 1. Insulate or forbid them to see or read “X-men” and other materials (and there are lots of them, almost all superheroes are mutants) which propose mutation is the cause of positive evolution; or 2. Allow them to see these media in a controlled form. Don’t let them overdose on them and make sure that you educate and reiterate to them that not only are these stories fiction, but that they have a presupposition in mutations that is not a reality. To succeed in the future with our own kids, we will have to win the perception war we have been losing for 150 years.
Catholic Church Backing Away from Evolution?

From Saturday, July 9's New York Times:
An influential cardinal in the Roman Catholic Church, which has long been regarded as an ally of the theory of evolution, is now suggesting that belief in evolution as accepted by science today may be incompatible with Catholic faith.

The cardinal, Christoph Schönborn, archbishop of Vienna, a theologian who is close to Pope Benedict XVI, staked out his position in an Op-Ed article in The New York Times on Thursday, writing, "Evolution in the sense of common ancestry might be true, but evolution in the neo-Darwinian sense - an unguided, unplanned process of random variation and natural selection - is not." This news comes on the heels of two other events in the Catholic Church. There is now word of a splitting rift among high placed catholic theologians over evolution. This is a considered turn from the previous pope’s statement making catholic theological views compatible with evolution. 

The effects can be seen here in San Antonio as a catholic priest and science teacher at Central Catholic High School has recently come out expressing his views against evolution and fostering his belief that design should be taught in the Catholic science classrooms. He took considerable heat in the local “letters to the editors” section for his comments and we applaud him for this courage. Still, all this points to a growing trend within catholic circles to rethink their previous approval of evolution as the way God created.

Answers for Life

We continue to move forward with building and refining our new apologetics project which currently has a working title of “Answers for Life.” This new teaching program will attempt to answer the questions the general public really wants answered such as “Why am I here? Is there a Purpose for my life? Why do bad things happen to good people? What about the contradictions in the bible? and more. The first public presentation of this material will occur next month at two locations in San Antonio: On October 3rd at Live Oak First Baptist Church at 5:30 pm; and at our regular SABBSA meeting on October 12th. Please pray that God directs and blesses this new ministry!
Around Texas & the Nation 
(This is a section which Frank Mayo always includes in GHCA’s newsletter and I thought I would share it with you. If you wish for me to continue to provide this information or add other events to it just email me.)

Houston: 
KSET Radio (Beaumont/Houston 1300 AM):
What in Creation  10 to 11 each Saturday morning. It is broadcast at 1300 AM by KSET near Beaumont. Those in the Houston area can listen on the internet at http://www.ksetlive.com/.  


Houston:  
September 23rd, 2010 the Greater Houston Creation Association will present Darwin's Dilemma and Artistic Ape Anecdotes. They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com.
Glen Rose:  
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Presentation” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. For the Director’s Lecture Series on Saturday, October 2nd, they will have Professor John Heffner. He was very instrumental in getting the Texas Textbook Committee to allow the “adequacies and inadequacies” of evolutionary theory to be discussed with our high school students. The integrity of our educational system is indebted to him. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 
Dallas-Ft Worth: 
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton):
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 
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Dallas-Ft Worth (Southern Methodist University):
If you live in North Texas area, there is an Intelligent Design evening Sept 23 at SMU featuring four of the leaders in the Intelligent Design movement.  They will be talking about new science discoveries that challenge the very heart of Darwinian Evolution.  More information is located at the event website here.  It will cost you only well-spent time to attend. 
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Creation Science Workshops with SABBSA at FEAST in 2010 - 2011

SABBSA President Scott Lane will present seven portions of his Creation Series to the audiences of the Family Educators Alliance of South Texas (FEAST) Science Workshops this year. It is the fifth year in a row FEAST has asked us to furnish the teaching for their science workshops and we both thank them and praise God that we can fulfill this role. The schedules for these multimedia presentations are as follows: 

Sept. 27 Intro. to Creation Theories - This presentation covers the full continuum of theories between evolution and creation. It includes capsules on the compromise theories of scientific creationism, gap theory, day/age theory, intelligent design, progressive creationism, and theistic evolution. It sets the stage for all further presentations.
Oct. 25   What if God Wrote the Bible 

Jan 24    Creation and the Courts 

Feb 28    Darwin and Radiometric Dating 

Mar 28   Young Earth Evidences 

Apr 25   Underpinnings: Fossils, Physics, and Genetics 

May 23 Biology 
A complete synopsis of each of these presentations is available by going to our website and clicking on the resources page at http://www.sabbsa.org/resources.htm . All presentation will occur the fourth Monday of each month at FEAST (25 Burwood Lane, San Antonio, TX 78216) at 7 pm. To RSVP go to https://www.homeschool-life.com/sysfiles/member/events/register.cfm?memberid=455&private=&eventid=532366 

or call Estella Frias at (210) 342-4674 ext. 59.
Last Month at SABBSA
At our August meeting, we saw the new Answers DVD Vol. 1 from Answers in Genesis (AIG). This was both an informational and functional viewing. For our board this was the next step in evaluating how to utilize this DVD and others in making available the "Answers" material to our community. But to the general public, this was a chance to get answers to those sticky questions that seem tough to get a handle on and which clergy even become hazy on. 

This DVD attempted to answer such questions as "Is there really a God? Who was Cain's wife and where did she come from? Does distant starlight prove that the universe is old? Is natural selection the same as evolution? Racism: Are all humans of the same race? Was there really a Noah's Ark and the Flood? and How to survive a Secular College?" among other "big questions" of life. 
All of these answers had a Biblical basis along with scientific support. That of course is what we are all about and what AIG is all about, showing people that they can believe the Bible from the very first word and find answers for life in the Bible without compromising with supposed scientific evidence to the contrary. 

Our evaluation of the DVD was mixed. Their goal was to answer 12 of the most asked questions in apologetics, each in a four minute time frame. We were amazed at how concisely most of these very tough answers were framed. Especially good were their answers on starlight and time and racism. However, there were three things about this video which will push us to use it for clips in our presentations rather than show it in total. First, because of their ambitious goal to answer 12 highly complex questions of life in 43 minutes, the whole film seems rushed and it is more than most could take in during a single sitting. Second, most of these questions either were ones which creationists would ask rather than the general public. So our new teaching will include more questions relevant to the general public. Third, due to their time constraints, they leave out any background information which leaves the uninitiated in a discussion fairly lost. For example they go into an explanation of where Cain's wife comes from without any real explanation of why we would want to know this or the background story. If you want the answers to such "big questions" of existence, join us for our next meeting in September when we will attempt to give answers to these questions in a more complete manner via power point. 
Coming on September 14th to SABBSA

 A newcomer to our group, Mr. Terry Read will give our program at our September 14 meeting. In his power point presentation he will explain the difference between Micro and Macro Evolution. He will explain how variation occurs naturally in reproduction. He will cover the theory of evolution including: Natural Selection; Geographic Separation; Random Mutations; and Time. He will also cover the history of the theory of evolution going back to James Hutton. We will see some of the evidences of a young earth and a global flood. Finally, he will make some observations about a Biblical World View verses a Darwinian World View, and talk about why he believes the Bible and point out how the Bible teaches that man has a sin problem and that is what we observe. 

Depending on how much time all of that takes, he will show a DVD by Answers in Genesis "Origin of the Species - Was Darwin Right?" Please join us in September! As always we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey on the second Tuesday of the month at 7 pm.
